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save constitutional priests would be permitted to
administer the sacrament to him in his private chapel.
To satisfy a scrupulous conscience he made an attempt
to spend Easter at St Cloud, and was driven by the
Paris mob into the Tuileries. Finding that a public
departure was impossible, he and the Queen deter-
mined to put into practice a scheme, which had long
been before their minds, of escaping to Metz, where
they would find a loyal army, and whence they might
use the instrument of a military demonstration to
bring Paris to its senses. On the night of June
20-1, 1791, the King and Queen made their escape,
the King leaving behind him a criticism of the Con-
stitution and a formal retractation of the measures
which he had been forced to pass in his captivity.
Five days later the fugitives were brought back to
Paris. A great multitude was in the streets. " Every
citizen kept his hat on his head as by a common
understanding.''

When the intelligence was first spread about in
Paris that the King had escaped there was a feeling,
first of stupor, then of indignation, then of panic.
France had never been without a King and imagined
that every conceivable form of horror might ensue
from the lack of one. The country would be invaded
by foreign armies ; the nation dissolved in unspeak-
able anarchy. Accordingly when King and Queen were
recovered a great relief spread through the country
as if it had recovered a familiar talisman against
misfortune. And yet the flight to Varennes may
almost be described as the first provisional stage
of the French Republic. When the news of the
King's escape was received the executive authority
devolved upon the Assembly. The Assembly declared